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often of the cruellest character, increased and multiplied. In 1914
there were nearly thrice as many Poles on their native soil as there
had been in 1795. Not all the results of the Captivity were bad;
some, in fact, could be accounted positive gains. They varied in
the three partitioned areas in accordance with the type of Govern-
ment each had over it, and the political and economic oppor-
tunities each presented to the Poles.
THE THREE PARTITIONED AREAS AND THEIR POLITICS
The general progress of Parliamentarism, if not of democracy,
throughout Europe had given the Poles a political standing, not
ineffective in Austrian Poland, but largely illusory in Russian
Poland and German Poland. From the first area the Poles in 1914
held 106 seats out of 516 in the Reichsrat at Vienna, and were a
power within the Austrian Empire; from the second they had 12
representatives from the Congress Kingdom and three from the
Kresy or eastern borderlands in the Duma at Petrograd; and from
the third they had 17 members in the Reichstag at Berlin. In
neither Duma nor Reichstag had the Poles much influence.
Under Russia the Poles profited enormously from the rise and
rapid growth of their industries and commerce. Russian Poland
became the main supplier of all Russia. Under Austria the Poles
in Galicia had by 1867 obtained self-government, as well as a
representation in the Reichsrat which increased as time went on
till the Polish vote became one of its most important elements. On
the other hand, Austrian Poland was little developed economically.
Under Germany the Polish struggle took the form of a protracted
fight for the possession of land, and in the course of it the Poles
learned by method and discipline to turn against the Germans the
economic weapons with which they were to have been conquered.
The Poles added to their holdings, and German Poland was in an
excellent state from the economic point of view.
Of the three partitioned areas, Austrian Poland was the most
advanced politically, but Russian Poland and German Poland
were better off economically. In Russian Poland industrial and
commercial prosperity conduced to the spread of a spirit of
realism or opportunism among many Russian Poles. In Austrian